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that it is so firmly implanted in the average Liberal of the
present day that he would be amazed to hear it questioned.
The doctrine is as follows : If the government issues a decree
which is contrary to the constitution, that is to be considered
as an act of tyranny; and must therefore be resisted by
every subject. Most people accept this doctrine without
questioning. I did so myself when I was a young professor.
In the days of the German Confederation we were all
Radicals, and at that time I believed like the rest that
resistance to unconstitutional measures on the part of the
government was an understood thing. Then I went one
day to see the friend who was almost a father to me, Albrecht,
the Professor of Jurisprudence in Leipzig. He was one of
the Seven Professors of Gottingen,1 and had forfeited his
income and made great sacrifices ; but when I frankly told'
him my views, he said, ' Oh ! my dear young friend, if you
will only consider the matter, you will see that your argument
is nothing but a petitio principii.' And yet he had himself
exercised this right in practice.

" Nevertheless, I had to confess to myself that he
rejected this theory on good grounds. The major principle
of the argument is of course correct, namely, that if a
government issues an unconstitutional decree it has com-
mitted an act of despotism ; but to conclude from this that
every individual ought to resist such a decree is evidently
inadmissible, for it does not follow logically. The middle
term of the argument is missing. Who, then, is to decide
whether a decree is constitutional or not ? If this doctrine
of the right of resistance is admitted, it follows from it,
both theoretically and practically, that the conscience of
every single subject is set in authority over the government.
This is to turn the pyramid of the State upside down, and
to place the subject in the position of ruler.

" It is clear, then, that this doctrine is radically unsound;

1 Who lost their professorships because they made a protest when
King Ernest Augustus annulled the Hanoverian Constitution (1837). The
seven were Dahlmann, Jacob, W. Grimm, Gervinus, Ewald, W. Weber,
C- Albrecht,